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From the Front Seat
A message from Club President, Don Jones

Welcome to December 2008

Welcome to December 2008, where did the last 12 months go? As you all know by
now I turned 60 at the October meeting, to all those who wished me a happy birthday I
say thank you. To Tom and Dot Bacon a big thank you, as they supplied a large birthday
cake with a picture of my A/30 on top.
The new club permit scheme is advancing well i.e. possibility of a 30-day book apart from
regular club runs and meetings. I will endeavor to find out more soon.
Nice to read that Bob Laughton has his car back on the road again after just a few hiccups.
Nice to see some rain at last, but we could do with more.
Brian Brooks will draw the raffle at the next meeting for all those that live in the country
and interstate so keep checking the letterbox.
To all members, the Committee and myself wish you and your families a safe and happy
Xmas and a happy New Year.
Don’t forget that the meeting is on 10th December; it is early because of Xmas.
We would like to see as many members as possible at the meeting to help us celebrate
Xmas, those attending could you please bring a plate of Xmas cheer for supper.
If you haven’t booked for Xmas at Fred’s you should do so now.
Merry Xmas and Happy New Year
Don and Sue Jones
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Australian Austin A30 Car Club Inc. (Ass. Inc. No A0008084W)
Minutes of the meeting held on the 19 November 2008 at the Camberwell Uniting Church
Hall 314 Camber-well Road Camberwell.
Meeting opened at 8.12 pm.
Attendance.
The President thanked the thirteen members for their attendance.
Apologies. Bruce & Glenys Hall, Annette Brauneis .
Minutes of previous meeting 15 October 08.
Moved. Percy May. Seconded Harvey Overton.
Correspondence.
AOMC RACV Classic show case 1 March 09
Macedon Ranges & District Motor Club. Hanging Rock 8 Feb. 09
Depender November 08.
The Light Shaft. November 08.
Castlemaine Historic Vehicle Club.November 08.
Austin A40 Newsflash Nov./Dec.
Austin News W.A Nov./ Dec.
Austin 7 Journals S. A.
The Tradsheet U K Sept. Oct. Nov. 08
Moved. Percy May. Seconded Tom Bacon.
Treasurers Report.
The Treasurer supplied a report which
showed
Receipts for the month were $149.00
Payments for the month were Nil
Moved Dianne Davie. Seconded David Linke.
Approval was given for the transfer of $500 from the Ing account to the operating account.
Membership. Tom Bacon reported that membership had risen to 86 paid
memberships .The Club Register has been delivered to all members.
Editors Report.
The Newsletter was out on time. Brian Brooks gave an interesting
rundown of some of the sites on the internet for A30s.
Club Captain.
Fred Braunies gave discriptin of a trip to Buxton on the way to Euroa.
Coming events.
10 December 2008 Wednesday Club Meeting (note I Week early)
14 December 2008 Sunday A30 Christmas Party. At Fred Brauneis place
28 Haughton Parade Rosanna.
18 January 2009 Sunday RACV Great Australian Rally
Merchandise
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David Linke stated that he is about to order 10 Club belt buckles.
General business.
Nil
Next meeting Wednesday 17 December 08.
The Meeting closed at
9.25 P.M.

A30 Christmas Party
Fred’s succulent beef spit roast
When:
Where:
Time:
Cost:
BYO:
Bookings:

Contact:

Sunday 14 December 2008
Fred and Annette’s place at 28 Haughton Parade ROSANNA 3084
Melway Ref 32 C1
12.00 noon onwards
$20 per person
Drinks
Please let us know by 30 November if you are coming for catering
purposes. (No booking no food!)
Fred or Annette

9457 4038 (ah) can leave a message

Hope to see as many members and friends as possible

28 Haughton Pde
Rosanna
Ph 9457 4038
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THE INTERNATIONAL WELSH RALLY 1973
Reprinted from the 1973 Spotlight Magazine

About a week before the Rally, the car was ready. Hydraulic rear brakes and dual master
cylinders gave a great improvement to the handling – the car could be flung sideways
before a corner by a prod on the brake pedal. New shock absorbers at the front
(telescopic) and new anti-roll bar bushes taughtened the car up considerably. The electronic ignition made it smoother and would once again pull 100mph with the A30 diff. The
intercom system on our crash helmets was also working well.
Our last testing session on the local airfield in dusty conditions showed that the car was
definitely not just dust proof and the inside filled up very quickly!
When the list of entries came, we found we were up against a number of Imp Sports and
a Chan Crusader, a minute sports car with a 998cc Imp motor. To beat these, it would be
necessary to take every corner on the limit if the weather was dry, and if it was wet we
would have no chance because of their superior traction. This was for a class win of
course, not outright.
Anyway, we arrived at Barry for scrutineering on Thursday 10th May and sailed through
with no trouble. That was our biggest worry over and three months of preparation were
worthwhile. About 60 cars were scrutineered during the evening and not many got
through without some trouble.
Already people were stopping to stare at the amazing beast parked among the Escorts
and Copper Ss. Most thought it rather funny and no great threat to anyone. All day Friday
was taken up with plotting 1000 miles of route and sorting out servicing points. The whole
240 cars lined up on the seafront eventually, and looking from the balcony of Rally HQ we
could see a great crowd around the A35. Some spectators thought it was rather a sick
joke, but the majority thought what a splendid effort and that we deserved to succeed.
At 10.45pm on Friday night we left the starting ramp, 3 hours 40 minutes after No. 1,
Roger Clark in his 2000cc Escort BDA. Nineteen cars were behind us.
Seventy boring miles followed to the first forestry section where we took all the stops off
and flew through about nine twisty rutted miles in as many minutes. We caught nothing up
and nothing caught us up. On this section, we sustained the first and only damage to the
body when a large stone knocked the rear wheel arch into the tyre and had to be bent
back to stop it running.
All Friday night we alternated between screaming along forest tracks at the limit of the
car’s cornering capabilities and the more sedate 40mph average on winding Welsh lanes
known as link sections. About every 40 miles we had a service crew who would check
water and oil levels and be ready to do an major repair job.
Just after daybreak on Saturday the ignition light came on while on a forest stage and the
alternator began to charge at 30amps. Quickly I switched the lights on to avoid frying the
battery and continued until we got to a service point. We couldn’t trace the fault so kept
the lights on all day Saturday. Total service on Saturday consisted of tightening the sump
guard bolts and putting a piece of wire on the tailpipe to substitute for the clamp that had
been wiped off while careering sideways over some rather violent ruts.
During Saturday night we started overtaking cars on the stages and actually passed one
Escort 1600, one Cooper S and our rival the Clan Crusader on one stage. Obviously their
drivers were tiring or the cars couldn’t stand the pounding.
The old A35 was really surprising people and word was travelling ahead of us so that we
had crowds of spectators and marshalls cheering and waving us on at every corner. Sur-
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prisingly, I wasn’t feeling too tired so far and the carwas going perfectly apart from the
ammeter doing strange things like showing a 30 amp charge for one minute, then a 30
amp discharge for five minutes. The battery was beginning to get flat according to the
gauge, but then it was dawn on Sunday and we could turn the lights off.
We were still passing much faster cars on the stages but a SAAB 96 V-4 caught us up on
famous tarmac stage known as Epynt. As we got a little time in hand we stopped after
this for five minutes to have a Mars bar and a drink of squash. Then the tiredness began
to show and I began to have hallucinations while on the road. Pete was also getting tired
but when I couldn’t drive any more he drove the road section between Brecon and the
Forest of Dean. I got a 1¼ hours sleep during this bit and felt much better to tackle the
mid-morning stages of Speech House, Reddings etc. Spectators went wild in the forest
when they saw us and I had to watch the speed a bit as they tended to encourage me to
take silly risks and one or two corners we nearly didn’t get around.
On the last corner of the Speech House stage the half shaft broke and we coasted over
the finish line. I really thought that was the end for us – only two stages left to go and we
were done for.
We got a push to the parking area and I took the wheel off while Peter went to find the
service crew with the spare shaft. Imagine my relief when I found the flange had broken
from the outer end of the shaft, and not the splines sheared within the diff. Two minutes
later I had the old shaft out and was ready for the replacement to come. Twenty minutes
dragged by and then the service cars tore into the car park, and four minutes later we
were racing off to do the last forest stage before it closed. Dozens of people had waited
for us to come through and great cheers arose when we arrived with five minutes to
spare. After that, it was a fantastic dash to Lydney to clock in at the main control which we
were five minutes late at. A slight penalty, but not very important now. Now a long drive
back to the last stage just outside Barry at Llandow airfield. The stands were full of spectators and 10 laps were completed, mostly on two wheels including a very near roll when I
spun off onto some rotted grass.
When I arrived back into the paddock, I couldn’t open the door for spectators wanting to
know everything about the car. Then a microphone came through the window and an announcer told me I had beaten the top 30 Escort drivers on one of the Welsh forest stages,
and would I tell him how I did it. I didn’t know about this and I had no idea why they
should be so slow, so I just told him about the car and myself.
The head gasket had gone in the Forest of Dean and we were using water at an alarming
rate, but struggled 10 miles back to Barry and the prize giving in a large ballroom.
We collapsed into chairs, but couldn’t sleep for inquisitive people asking questions and
saying well done all the time. I didn’t know why they kept saying well done until one of the
service crew looked at the official results – and we were first in the up to 1000cc section.
I couldn’t believe it at first but it was true, and the crowded ballroom erupted with cheers
and shouts when we went to collect our cups – a different scene from the start two days
ago when people were sneering and laughing. Yes, the A35 surprised many people that
weekend, and I don’t think we’ll be forgotten in a hurry!
NOTE:
1000 miles – used 50 gallons 5-star petrol, 2½ gallons Duckhams Q 20/50,
half set of tyres, four gallons of water, six Mars bars, half a gallon of lemon squash and
four apples.
Article contributed by Brian Brooks
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7th Vintage and Old Wares Expo Lardner Park Warragul 2008
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DID YOU KNOW?
How the size of the registration plate originated
In Victoria, up until 1910 motor vehicles were not "Registered". The Government
determined a need to re g ulate th e us e of motor v ehicl es (a nd gai n some
revenue?) and so on 4 th Jan 1910 The Victo-rian Motor Car Act 1909 came
into force. This required motor vehicles operated on public roads in Victoria to be
registered and drivers to be licensed. Associated with the Act were Regulations
setting out some additional details. Regulations 6 and 7 covered the dimensions
of the displayed registered number.
Each figure on the plate shall be 31/2 i n c h e s h i g h . E v e r y p a r t o f e a c h
figure must be at least five-eighths of an inch broad, and the total width of
the space taken up by each figure must be 2'/2 inches, except in the case of figure 1.
T he spac e bet ween adjoining f igures must be 1 /2 inch, and there must be
a mar-gin between the nearest part of any figure and the top and bottom of the
plate of at least '/2 inch, and between the nearest part of any figure and the
sides of the plate of at least 1 inch.

Every registered motor car being a mo-tor c ycle shall have fixed on t he
front thereof a plate approximately 5 inches long by 21/2 inches high, having duplicate faces painted black, and the identifying number painted in white figures on each
face. The size and spacing of the figures shall be in proportion to the size of the
plate, rela-tively to that provided in the case of motor cars not being motor cycles.

At the time little did the authorities recognize the growth of motor vehicles over the years
requiring 6 digits and alpha numeric's and the consequent re-duction in the
dimensions to fit the numbers on a plate.
Reprinted from the AOMC November 2008 Issue 102
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I wonder how many they fit in their A30’s

A neat folding Caravan
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Update to the Club Directory 2008/2009
Carol and Graham Buesnel’s Austin A40 Devon was built in 1951 not 1957.
Change of address for the following members
Mr and Mrs N Standing
Deception Bay
Queensland 4508
New Member
Harris Leigh
East Brighton
Mob 040 1677720
9592 5910
David Linke
A30 1955 Countryman

David Linke’s new acquisition, a 1955 A30 Countryman. Just passed its road worth
inspection and is ready to go.
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On the Road

with Bob Laughton

G’day
Well here we are just a month from Christmas, how the time flies, it seems like yesterday
when I saw my first 48 series Holden (FX), now 60 years old and what a great car they
were along with the FJ. They set motoring alive in the 50’s and 60’s as the English cars
like Austin, Triumph, Morris were starting to feel the pinch and to help Austin’s etc on their
way out, the mighty little VW with its air cooled engine came into its own.
Who can forget the ‘53 Redex Trial with outright winner being K Tubman & J Marshall in a
Peugeot 203, followed by K Robinson in a Humber Super Snipe, then D Antill in a
Chrysler Plymouth. Those were the days and the 54 Redex won by J Murray in the 48
Ford (now 60 years old) named the ‘Grey Ghost’, 2nd G Patterson in a Peugeot 204, and
3rd A Anderson in a Holden. Gee I must be getting old.
Now back to reality, we had nice rain here right through the Goulburn Valley just after Cup
Day and further rain last week. It must be one of the best months for rain over the last ten
years, albeit a bit out of season, but orchards will benefit along with the dry land lucerne.
Picking has started in the area with cherries and some early apricots. It’s been a mild
November but strong winds the last couple of days has given my ‘cherry plum’ tree a
good shake and I notice some fruit on the ground this morning. Mc Scrooge says they are
yummy ha ha.
I notice the Big 3 motor companies are in the President Elect’s ear already. Obama has
got some tough decisions to make, as well our motor industry is on a downward slide.
Still Ford manages to spend some money at Geelong, but somehow I believe it’s only
delaying the day of reckoning, but I like their idea in the short term, at least some works
will see it through until ’09 and Holden are going onto shorter working hours . At long last
these monster companies are starting to see the penny starting to drop and today they
don’t have support from the public like they used to have, as the whole world is looking
for fuel efficient (green) cars. The worst of it, I bet some government official comes up
with tough regulations for our vintage/classic cars—that’s all we need. Well all I can say
is its’ time to put the Austin on Gas and that’s not (laughing gas) ha ha.
Have a nice festive season and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. Enjoy ya Austins
and hope that santa brings all Ausins a bottle of car polish.
G’day and please help keep BP, Shell and Mobil in business - poor things!
Bob Laughton

Lardner Park 2008
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Maxine
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
10 December 2008 (Wednesday) (Note one week earlier than usual)
Club meeting at the Camberwell Uniting Church at 8.00pm
14th December 2008 (Sunday)
A30 Christmas Party, an afternoon at Fred Brauneis place.
28 Haughton Parade, Rosanna Melway Ref Page 32 C1
See Page 5 for details
18th January 2009 (Sunday)
(Event Contact: Don Jones 0427 392 219)
RACV Great Australian Rally - Melbourne to Mornington.
This very popular Rally attracts many A30 cars each year. Choose from four starting points.
Our Club will meet together for Morning Tea at the Western Port Marina.
26th January 2009 (Monday)
(Event Contact: Don Jones 0427 392 219)
Australia Day Historic Vehicle Display in the King’s Domain, Melbourne.
Sponsored by the RACV and the Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle
Clubs entry to this annual event is now closed. However, even if you haven’t
entered you can still come along and enjoy the day in the company of several
Hundred Classic and Historic cars. There is lots of entertainment and interesting
activities happening in the parkland setting - bring the kids, too.
8th February 2009 (Sunday)
22nd Picnic at Hanging Rock
Gates open 7:30am $20 per display vehicle
Fred Brauneis - Club Captain. Tel: (03) 9457 4038 (ah)
CLUB PERMIT VEHICLES ARE AUTHORISED TO ATTEND THESE EVENTS.

Lardner Park 2008
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Buy, Swap & Sell
FOR SALE
1955 four door A30, runs well but body fair, has had engine/drivetrain modifications.
$1500 unregistered.
Phone Harvey 03 9859 4375
(2/2)
WANTED TO BUY
Accessories to tart up my A30. Things like Bumper overriders, wind deflectors, fancy gear
lever knob, 13inch wheel chromed wheel rims, badges etc
Phone David Linke 03 9543 8263
(2/2)

Advertisements in this section will be inserted, free of charge, in two issues unless I am advised
otherwise. The notation at the end of the advertisement indicates how many times it has been
displayed. ie: (1/2) - first insertion , (2/2) - second insertion. Ed.

Club Belt Buckles
I am thinking of producing a Club belt buckle in a format similar to the Club’s badge.
It would be oval in shapes not to cut into the tummy when you bend over.
The badge would be made for an 1 ¼ belt and enamelled
I need an intention to buy from several members who wish to grow old disgracefully as a
minimum order of ten is needed to cover the tooling cost. The price would be $40 plus
postage.
David Linke 03 9543 8263

Lardner Park 2008
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The Dandenong’s Melbourne Victoria

Editors Collection
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AUSTRALIAN AUSTIN A30 CAR CLUB INC.
CLUB MEETINGS
Club meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month
from February to December. Commencing at 8.00 pm.
VENUE
CAMBERWELL UNITING CHURCH
314 Camberwell Road, CAMBERWELL. VICTORIA.
(Near Camberwell Junction)
Melways 45 J1
Parking available at front and rear of the building.
CLUB MERCHANDISE
Club Lapel badge
$ 5.50
Club Window Sticker Badge (internal)
$ 3.00
Club Key Ring
$ 5.00
Club Grill Badge (Members)
$20.00
Club Grill Badge (Non Members)
$25.00
Tea & Coffee Mug with Club Badge
$ 8.00
A30 50th Year Rally Cloth Badge
$ 9.00
Barbecue aprons Heavy black cotton with Club
emblem and pocket
$20.00
A5 Binder for copies of ‘A30 Minutes’ inc. 25 pockets
$10.00

All items are plus postage, if applicable

All Club Merchandise enquiries to Brian Brooks
Telephone: (03) 9386 9385
CLUB CONTACTS
Please direct information & enquiries as follows:
Correspondence to the Secretary – David Linke
Newsletter articles to the Editor – Graeme McIntosh
Membership enquiries to Membership Secretary – Tom Bacon
(Contact details are shown inside front cover)
SPARE PARTS
Contact Thorpe at
Morris Minor Australia, 56 Alex Avenue, Moorabbin. Victoria. 3189
Telephone: (03) 9555 1793 Fax: (03) 9532 2241
Note: The current membership card is now laminated and has the Club stamp on
the reverse side. Members wishing to purchase items from Thorpe of Morris Minor
Australia, Moorabbin, Vic. should present the card to obtain a discount. Country &
Interstate members must quote their name and membership number.
Thorpe has been provided with a current membership list to identify members.

www.austina30.asn.au

THE SECRETARY, AUSTRALIAN AUSTIN A30 CAR CLUB,

BIG personality!

Unit 2 12 Catherine Ave MT WAVERLEY VIC 3149

IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO:

Austin A30 - small car
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