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Day Run to the Famous IGLOO ROADHOUSE Buxton 
Great weather, great drive and a great Burger. 
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TRIP TO EUROA  (Fred’s Way) 
 

Graeme McIntosh 
The Friday before the Euroa Show and Shine car show started with a nice sunny warm 
morning as I headed off for the Brauneis place for a 10:00 am start. 15 kilometres to go 
and I could feel the tension building, the lady in my GPS unit informed me I was going to 
be 45 minutes late. MYA30 was going as fast as he could, both of us acutely aware of the 
level of anxiety building in the Brauneis residence. (Fred quietly asking Annette where the 
#@%^&* is he).  
Arriving with a very dry throat I was met at the front door by Annette with phone in hand 
ready to send out the emergency distress calls, relief for all. 

With Fred in the lead we headed off to the Wilhelmena Falls along the Heidelberg-
Kinglake Road.  
 
 
The morning was warm and still 
sunny as we left the traffic behind. 
A deviation on to the Melba Hwy 
and then onto the Wilhelmena Falls 
Road left all the traffic behind, also 
the good weather, it had started to 
drizzle rain. No problems, off we 
went still following Fred, it was only 
30 minutes walking in the rain and 
Fred knew where to go. Off we 
went, no drink, no food , not even a 
minty, although I did slip my GPS 
into my pocket as I locked the car.  
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It was actually quite pleasant walking in the rain as it was not cold and we did not get wet. 
After getting to the falls we decided to take the longer way back to the car park as the 
track had got a bit slippery. We were still full of confidence in Fred's navigational skills and 
his memory of his last time on the track. As the hours ticked by, the rain got heavier, darkness 
was getting nearer and Fred’s memory of which track would lead us back to the cars 
started to fade. 
 
 
 
 
 Annette and I were getting worried. 
Out came the GPS, no tracks 
marked on the map but at least we 
knew which direction the cars were 
and how far away. This was of great 
comfort to us as it gave us a second 
opinion as to Fred’s memory. 
Pressing on we could follow Fred 
with confidence. Two hours later 
we arrived back just before dark and 
just before the batteries in the GPS 
went flat. No mucking around 
straight to the nearest motel in Yea.  
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Good motel, turned the heater on, it had numbers with arrows, left it on thirty and away 
we went to the pub for a good feed. Back to the motel and into a nice warm bed. Several 
hours later we found out what the numbers did on the heater control, thirty degrees was a 
bit hot under all those blankets, Fred reset the temperature so the rest of the night was 
ok. 

 
Next day the rain had gone so we headed 
off to weigh our A30’s on a disused 
weighbridge near the Cheviot Rail Tunnel, 
almost 1000kg’s each loaded. 
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 After checking out the tunnel it was now a race to get to Euroa for our club meeting. 
Fred’s way was to go back to Yea, up through Ghin Ghin, across to Highlands, over to 
Strathbogie and into Euroa.  

The narrow, hilly twisty roads were just made for our A30’s and with excellent weather 
and magnificent scenery our little cars could not give us a more pleasurable drive. 

Racing towards Euroa we zoomed past a 
paddock of funny looking long necked sheep, 
(Alpacas I was informed later), well even Fred 
could not go past with Annette on board, back 
we went for a ten minute stop to check out 
the wool clip. 45 minutes later racing off again 

to Euroa, arriving 45 minutes late 
as the club meeting was just 
ending. Next year we will have to 
start a bit earlier, will try 45 minutes. 
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After having a great BBQ at the motel and a perfect day at the Show and Shine we again 
headed off for home on the Monday via Alexandra to see Ted and Mary Jones’ new additions 
to their collection. The GPS lady knew where to find the Jones’ place as I had been there 
before but she sometimes has trouble going Fred’s way. We started OK off along Creightons 
Creek Rd, down along Terip Forest Road, through Yarck and into the back way of Alexandra. 
We figured out the GPS lady got a bit confused when she was going to lead us up some 
dirt track that was not going in the correct direction, after a detour around the back streets 
of Alexandra, which left Fred in a state of stress and Annette and myself in a state of 
hysterics, the GPS lady picked up the correct road and we headed off to the Jones place. 
We spent the next several hours checking out the changes to Ted and Marys collections 

including the several tons of auto parts they have purchased and need to catalogue, I 
think this will take up all their spare time for many years. After a great lunch we had to 
depart heading back to Melbourne finally arriving just before dark in the cold and rain. 
 
For four days we travelled through a 
magnificent part of Victoria enjoying 
the scenery and company of a great 
group of people all coming together 
because of our little cars. 
                    
    As Fred would say “Most Enjoyable” 
 
     
  Graeme McIntosh 
 
 



   
                           
 On the RoadOn the Road  

with Bob Laughton 
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Bob’s entertainment continued from last month. 
 
Next morning cork tight, same compressor fitting in top cork, a little bit less pressure.  This 
time I’ve got torch on water pump, ready out of line of cork if it flies out. Go! Within two 
seconds I see water coming out of the area of the screw in by pass tube, cork lets go but 
found the problem, beauty, off with the rubber hose, screw out by pass tube, I had used 
plumbers tape on it when I put it in, now this time I wound the tape around it half dozen 
times and put gasket goo over tape on the thread in the head.  A little difficulty starting to 
screw in but in the end all OK.  
 Test it again, more water, compressor, bottom cork flies out, but no leak!  Quick put the 
engine back in the car putting the rubber hose on, not easy, even with the engine out of 
car, clutch back on, lift engine, push car under, lift engine, extra quick time, no trouble 
now!  On with starter etc all up and ready to start now. First kick and no water leak, 
beauty, by this time I’ve had enough for the day.   
Next day I had the engine running for about one hour and all OK.  I had bought an 
electronic ignition kit about 12 months or more ago, now was the time to put it in.  It’s 
made in USA for an English ‘Lucas’ system, somehow I had my doubts about it.  Taking 
out points, condenser etc I could not see how this was all going to work.  Instructions say 
use one or two holes there is a 50% discrepancy and I have not started and cannot see 
any holes that match up.  After a while I just screw ignition to top plate, put distributor 
cap on, a bit difficult, connect wires to coil, will not fire up, give distributor a good shove, 
beauty, some smoke, but running on all four, beauty.  I think the best it’s ever run, adjust 
the clutch, it’s slipping a bit, another couple of turns and all OK.  All that over a couple of 
long days and did not swear once but I thought about it.   
Now if you think this is the end of the story – think again.  I will go to Vic Roads, 
Shepparton with old rego papers and ask them to change the engine numbers over think-
ing I was doing the right thing.   I hit a brick wall, bring the car in we have to inspect it, 
have you got a receipt for the engine, when did you renew the engine, the bullshit went on 
and on.  The chap behind the counter had a real smirk on his face and I was just getting 
warmed up and putting my brain into neutral.   I suggested I’ve had the second engine for 
over 10 years, he asked how long have I had the car, three years I say.  You could see 
his ‘anti’ go up and a smile on his face like a Cheshire cat coming out of a dairy. He’s got 
me he thinks, (naturally both of my answers are little porkeys) had the engine 10 years, 
no receipts, the car only three and you don’t want us to inspect it.  He must have felt 10 
foot fall, but I just looked at him and asked ‘Did you ever own a football before you joined 
the footy club?’  He nearly fainted, half fell off his chair turned around and walked off.  I 
just waited at the counter.  I could see him talking to his superior and he came back with 
some papers for me to sign.  I gave him a smile and walked out with them.  I had had a 
good day, there is never a dull moment when you own an Austin.  
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Was unable to attend at Euroa as Locky had two days of basketball at Echuca.  The 
Tatura U16 did not win a game but had a draw with Castlemain.  As usual Locky had a 
good tournament playing as ‘point guard’ and was barely beaten with the ball all tourna-
ment but when you’re Minnos against Sharks I’ll say not more!   
Went down to Melbourne Airport to pick up Imee and Charizma from their overnight flight 
from Philippines. 
 Imee had the next day off so over to Shepparton to Vicroads in the A30 armed with all 
papers signed by JP (ie Bank Manager).  I was ready for more bull…. but no, we struck a 
chap that was on the ball, friendly and what ever, checked engine number with torch, sug-
gested the car looks OK and we were on our way in no time flat, car running nice, so a big 
smile at long last. 
It’s come in dry here in the Goulburn Valley with little or no rain over probably the last 
eight weeks, some crops that were probably marginal have all been cut for hay, and that’s 
better than putting ‘the sheep in’.  Probably the canola crops were the best of the season, 
but a couple of nice crops between Elmore, Bendigo and Colbinabbin, but one would do 
better selling hay machinery than harvesting equipment over the last few years.   
What a pity for a lot of auto workers here with Christmas not far away, Ford, GMH, Toy-
ota, some families are going to have a not so ‘Merry Christmas, hope our auto industry 
can survive.   
My own belief is the Ozi Government (and worldwide as well) should not prop up the likes 
of GMH, Ford etc who just do not ’get it’ with the monsters they produce.  Maybe I should 
shut up, but I won’t!  Added to that the oil companies here should promote alternative 
fuels better, you can see I’m not happy ha ha (anything but petrol).   
Well off to Wangaratta for two days of basketball, I don’t think results will be much better 
than Echuca, and at home Tatura and Shepparton Dec 6 & 7.   
Lots and lots of trucks on the Midland Highway carrying hay, mainly heading west, garden 
just about dead but I have a nice crop of onions. 
Till next time, enjoy ya Austins.  Keep that darn VicRoads at bay ha ha and look for the 
LPG and diesel pumps 
G’day Bob 



FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
  
15-16 November 2008 (Saturday-Sunday) Contact Don Jones (03) 5983 8788   
                0427 392 219         
  Bendigo Swap Meet 
 
19 November 2008 (Wednesday) 
 Club meeting at the Camberwell Uniting Church at 8.00pm 
 
23 November 2008 (Sunday)  
 Historic Commercial Vehicle Annual Display 
 Sandown Racecourse, Racecourse Drive Springvale Melway 80 C9 
 Starts 9:00am   Admittance $10.00 
 
10 December 2008 (Wednesday) (Note one week earlier than usual) 
 Club meeting at the Camberwell Uniting Church at 8.00pm 
 
14th December 2008 (Sunday) 
 A30 Christmas Party, an afternoon at Fred Brauneis place. 
 28 Haughton Parade, Rosanna Melway Ref Page 32 C1 
 See Page  5 for details 
  
18th January 2009   (Sunday) (Event Contact: Don Jones 0427 392 219)  
 RACV Great Australian Rally - Melbourne to Mornington. 
This very popular Rally attracts many A30 cars each year. Choose from four starting points. 
Our Club will meet together for Morning Tea at the Western Port Marina. 
  
26th January 2009   (Monday)        (Event Contact: Don Jones 0427 392 219) 
 Australia Day Historic Vehicle Display in the King’s Domain, Melbourne. 
 Sponsored by the RACV and the Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle 
 Clubs  entry to this annual event is now closed. However, even if you haven’t   
 entered you can still come along and enjoy the day in the company of several  
 Hundred Classic and Historic cars. There is lots of entertainment and interesting 
 activities happening in the parkland setting - bring the kids, too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Fred Brauneis - Club Captain.  Tel: (03) 9457 4038 (ah) 
 
CLUB PERMIT VEHICLES ARE AUTHORISED TO ATTEND THESE EVENTS. 
Note: Owners of vehicles operating with Club Permits should carry a current copy of this 
Newsletter & a copy of the AOMC Club Permit Handbook in their car at all times.  
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Buy, Swap & Sell 
 
FOR SALE     
1955 four door A30, runs well but body fair, has had engine/drivetrain modifications. 
$1500 unregistered.  
Phone Harvey   03 9859 4375        (2/2) 
 
WANTED  TO BUY 
 
Accessories to tart up my A30. Things like Bumper overriders, wind deflectors, fancy gear 
lever knob, 13inch wheel chromed wheel rims, badges etc 
Phone David Linke 03 9543 8263       (2/2) 
 
 
 
Advertisements in this section will be inserted, free of charge, in two issues  unless I am advised 
otherwise. The notation at the end of the advertisement indicates how many times it has been 
displayed. ie: (1/2) - first insertion , (2/2) - second insertion.  Ed. 
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Not for Sale  
 
 1931 American 
Austin coupe 

Club Belt Buckles 
 
I am thinking of producing a Club belt buckle in a format similar to the Club’s badge. 
It would be oval in shapes not to cut into the tummy when you bend over. 
The badge would be made for an 1 ¼ belt and enamelled  
I need an intention to buy from several members who wish to grow old disgracefully as a 
minimum order of ten is needed to cover the tooling cost. The price would be $40 plus 
postage.           
    David Linke   03 9543 8263 



Editors Collection Walking track, Warburton Victoria 18 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

November  2008 

Sandown 

Bendigo Swap 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

December  2008 

Christmas 
Party 

Club Meeting 

Club Meeting 



AUSTRALIAN AUSTIN A30 CAR CLUB INC. 
 

CLUB MEETINGS  
Club meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

from February to December. Commencing at 8.00 pm.  
VENUE   

CAMBERWELL UNITING CHURCH 
314 Camberwell Road, CAMBERWELL. VICTORIA. 

(Near Camberwell Junction) 
Melways 45 J1 

Parking available at front and rear of the building. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLUB CONTACTS 
Please direct information & enquiries as follows: 

 Correspondence to the Secretary – David Linke 
 Newsletter articles to the Editor – Graeme McIntosh 

Membership enquiries to Membership Secretary – Tom Bacon 
(Contact details are shown inside front cover) 

 
SPARE PARTS  
Contact Thorpe at  

Morris Minor Australia, 56 Alex Avenue, Moorabbin. Victoria. 3189 
Telephone: (03) 9555 1793    Fax:  (03) 9532 2241 

 
Note: The current membership card is now laminated and has the Club stamp on 
the reverse side. Members wishing to purchase items from Thorpe of  Morris Minor 
Australia, Moorabbin, Vic. should present the card to obtain a discount. Country & 
Interstate members must quote their name and membership number. 
Thorpe has been provided with a current membership list to identify members.   

CLUB MERCHANDISE 
Club Lapel badge     $  5.50 
Club Window Sticker Badge (internal)  $  3.00 
Club Key Ring     $  5.00 
Club Grill Badge (Members)                $20.00 
Club Grill Badge (Non Members)   $25.00 
Tea & Coffee Mug with Club Badge   $  8.00 
A30 50th Year Rally Cloth Badge   $  9.00 
Barbecue aprons Heavy black cotton with Club 
emblem and pocket      $20.00 
A5 Binder for copies of ‘A30 Minutes’ inc. 25 pockets $10.00  

All items are plus postage, if applicable  
All Club Merchandise enquiries to Brian Brooks 

Telephone: (03) 9386 9385 
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